Beyond Reconciliation

Dealing with the Aftermath of Mass Trauma and Political Violence

The following is a brief report on the work undertaken by Irish Peace Centres Staff at the Beyond Reconciliation Conference, held at the University of Cape Town between the 1st and the 14th December 2009

1. Beyond Reconciliation Conference, 2-6 December

The conference proved to be a rather unusual mix of academic and reflective practitioner inputs, which both Alistiar Little (IPC fieldworker) and I found extremely valuable given  the range of opportunities to share our learning and to learn about and from others.

One of the unusual features was a series of parallel ‘roundtable conversations’ allowing practitioners and participants in a range of local and international projects to ‘tell their stories’.  I was asked with Ginn Fourie to facilitate a session with former combatants from SA and Northern Ireland.  Unexpected hickups meant that Alistair was the only speaker, in his capacity as loyalist ex-prisoner, which allowed for more in depth interaction and good questions, plus a lot of interest in his and our work after the session.  On the last day I gave plenary feedback on behalf of the facilitators re the key themes arising from these roundtable conversations.  More detail attached below.

Alistair and I were glad to have a one-and-a-half hour workshop slot (most sessions frustratingly were only allowed 30 min!) to share our learning of the Sustainable Peace Network/IPC ‘core group’ process and the challenges of humanizing enemies.  Again there was a lot of interest and intense engagement.

Some of the most promising contacts made were with Bjorn Krondorfer (US-German academic) who has published on Reconciliation and Remembrance and who is doing really interesting work in the Middle East as well; with Ervin Staub (widely published author, and holocaust survivor, on understanding the origins of and preventing large scale violence) and some of his colleagues currently working in Rwanda; with Jonathan Jansen (South African academic and university chancellor, doing really interesting work with white and black students – see his latest book: Knowledge in the Blood: Confronting Race and the Apartheid Past – lots of relevance for what we do in NI) and with Antjie Krog (leading SA author on SA TRC and reconciliation).

For more detail see: www.beyondreconciliation.co.za
2. Symposium on Legacies of Intergenerationa Trauma: Cross-cultural studies on Dialogue, Empathy and Reconciliation in the Aftermath of Mass Violence and Genocide, 7-9 December

Alistair and I were privileged to be invited by Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela to participate in this post-conference symposium for 15 people from a range of academic and cultural backgrounds.  It proved to be very worthwile to engage around the above theme with such a small group of experienced people.  Alistair and I were unexpectedly asked to give a 45 min input on the work we do and received lots of good feedback and questions, such as: where have you seen transformational shifts in your work, and why do you think this has happened?  Where have you failed/struggled and tell us why? Which aspects of your work is culturally specific and what could be applied elsewhere?  

This made us realize with renewed urgency how important is to make more space for reflective discussion and writing!  Fortunately, there is a strong possibility of a follow-up symposium for the same group of people during Jul/Aug 2010 for which draft chapters of a possible publication will have to be prepared.

An exciting further possibility was the request after the symposium from Paula Green, Director of the Karuna Centre for Peacebuilding (USA) (www.karunacenter.org) for me and Alistair to teach a few days on their CONTACT Summer Peacebuilding Programme (June 2010), involving around 60 peace practitioners representing 25-30 countries.

Good contacts have also been made with proff Bette Dickerson and Jennifer Fish from the American University Washington as well as with 3 participants in a German-Jewish intergenerational dialogue project.

More detail on the Symposium attached separately.

3. 10-14 December:

During the rest of the time we made contact with Ginn Fourie from the Lyndi Fourie Foundation (named after her daugther who was killed by PAC aligned members of one of the liberation movements, currently working with anti-apartheid ex-combatants in SA), and followed up on a fascinating input at the conference from a wealthy wine farmer engaged in innovative joint farming projects, coupled with explorations of the history of his farm and all the various indigenous groups  and slaves that form part of this divisive history – a truly inspiring window on one what is possible to address the huge, ongoing disparaties in wealth and land ownership in SA, plus the initimate connections between social justice and sustainable peace.  We feel strongly that a visit to this farm plus emerging museum and initiatives to nurture local music will add a lot to future visits to South Africa by groups from NI.  For more detail see: www.solms-delta.co.za
Alistair and I also used the few days to reflect on the conference and symposium, and we prepared for a series of events happening in early 2010.

Appendix 1:

Facilitated Roundtable Conversations with Victim/Survivor Groups - On Living with Traumatic Memory and On Community Healing Projects 

Co-ordinators: Gordon Aeschliman & Teri Murphy
Story-tellers and Facilitators:

1. Indigenous Australians: Marlene Jackamarra - Story-teller and Facilitator

2. Three Generations of Holocaust Survivors: David Reusmann, Evelina Rije & Marina Sokolova – Marlene Siebert

3. Survivors of Rwanda Genocide: Facilitated by Judith Thompson & Adin Thayer

4. Survivors of Highgate Massacre (East London, South Africa): Neville Beling; Karl Weber; Roland Parker – Theresa Edelman

5. Survivors of Xenophobic Violence (Cape Town): Dzikamai Muringwa, Tonny Mbebane – Facilitated by Cora Dekker

6. Second-generation survivors of apartheid-era atrocities (South Africa): Cradock Four; Gugulethu Seven: Facilitated by Dave Edwards; Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela 

7. Survivors of Domestic Violence and HIV/Aids in the African Continent: Eunice  - Facilitated by Samantha van Schalkwyk & Michaela Mendelsohn

8. Second Generation Palestinians: Antoine Khashram, Reem Turjman –  Facilitated by Hilary Hamburger & Gael Beckett

9. Worcester Bombing (Worcester, South Africa – Facilitated by Marjorie Jobson

10. Former Combatants of Liberation Movement and Apartheid South African Army (SADF), and Northern Ireland IRA – Facilitated by Ginn Fourie & Wilhelm Verwoerd

11. Grandmothers Against Poverty and AIDS (Khayelitsha, Cape Town) – Facilitated by Jennifer Fish

